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his own Opinion, and the Peace 


the Church. 


LE 1 


} 


THE 


COMPLAINT 
Of the Lower-Hovu iſe, 


us 2. 1714. 


* wa 


= His 2 ihe Arch-Biſbop of Can- 

terbury, and the Lords the Biſhops 
of the Province of Canterbury ae 

 Conwacation aſſembled. 

The Clergy of the L ower-Houſe of Com- 
©0Lation Humbly Repreſent, 


\HAT 2 Book hath of 
late been publiſhed and 
diſperſed throughout this 
| Province, Intituled, Ihe 
Scripture - Daclrine of the Trinity. 
Is Three Parts. Wherein all the Texts 
in the New Teſtament relating to that 
Poitrine, and the P rincipal Pa lj: 4 Les 


* In 


(8 * 
in the Liturgy of the Church of England 
are collected, compared, and explained. 


By Samuel Clarke, D. D. Rector of 


Sr f James“ 7 Weſtminſter; and Chap- 
lain in Ordinary to Her Majeſty ; And 
ſeveral Defenſes thereof, by the ſame 
Author. Which Book and Defenſes 
do, in our Opinion, contain Aſſer- 
tions contrary to the Catholick Faith, 
as received and declared by this Re- 
formed Church of England, concern- 


ing Three Perſons of One Subſtance, 
Power and Eternity, in the Unity of 


the Godbead : And tending moreover 
to perplex the Minds of Men in the 

Solemn Acts of Worſhip, as directed 
by our Eſtabliſhed Liturgy, to the 


great Grief and Scandal of pious and 


ſober- minded Chriſtians. 

And whereas there are diverſe 
Paſſages in the Book of Common- 
ar and in the Thirty-nine Arti- 
cles, which are directly oppoſed to 
fue Heretical Aſſertions, We do 


further 


— ROS 
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Co 2. 


further repreſent to your Lord(hips, 


That even theſe Paſſages have by the 


ſaid Author been wreſted with ſuch 
Subtlety, as may both teach and 


tempt the Unſtable and Inſincere to 


comply with the Laws, which re— 
quire them to declare their unfeign- 
ed Aſſent and Conſent to the ſaid 
Book of Common Prayer, and to ſub- 
ſcribe to the ſaid Articles, and ne- 
vertheleſs to retain and propagate 
the very Errours, which are molt in- 
conſiſtent with ſach their Declaration 
and Subſcription. 

It is with the utmoſt Concern that 
we behold theſe daring and dange- 


rous Attempts, to ſubvert our Com- 


mon Faith, to corrupt the Chriſtian 


Worſhip, wad to defeat the Church's 


main Fnd in agreeing upon her Arti— 


cles; namely, [be avoiding of Diver- 
| ſtties of Opinions, and the eſtablijhing 
NF Conſent touching True Religion. 


B And 


(10) a 

And We cannot therefore but 
think our ſelves bound, in Duty to 
God and his Church, in Diſcharge of 
the weighty Truſt repoſed in Us as 
Members of this Synod, and in Cha- 
rity to the Souls committed to our 
Care, moſt earneſtly to beſeech your | 
Lordſhip s to take the Premiſes into 
your gerious and Godly Conſiderati- 
on; Aſſuring your Lordſhips of our 
molt Dutiful and Ready Concurrence 
in any proper Methods, which may 
effectually put a Stop to this growing 
Miſchief, and remove from our ſelves 
the Reproach, which our Silence on 
ſo important an Occaſion might juſt- 


ly bring upon Us. 


THE 


OF THE 


| __ | 


HE Biſhops highly approve 
the Zeal of the Lower-Houle 
E for the Preſervation of the Catho- 
1 5 Ack Faith, expreſſed in their Repre- 
ſentation, laid before this Houſe the 

© laſt Seſſion ; wherein they declare 

© their Concern for the great Scandal 
given to Pious and Sober-minded 

> Chriſtians, by ſome Books lately pub. 

1E liſbed by Dr Clarke, and their Ap- 
prehenſion of the Milchiefs and Fug 
* Conſequences that may enſue 

B 2 there 
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. 0129 | 
thereupon, The Biſhops think the | 
Lower-Houſe had juit Reaſon for ſuch | 
their Complaint, and will take it in- 
to their Conſideration what is proper | 
to do on this Occaſion. Tn: 


n . ; 
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LE 


Their MESS AG E to the 
Lower- Houſe, diredting an 
Extract of Particulars out of 
the Books _— 4 5 


, / mT 


T H E 6 in en in- 


to their Conſideration What is 
proper to be done in relation to the 
Book, and ſeveral Defenles thereof, 
complained of by the Lower-Houſe 
on the 2d of this Inſtant June, do 


think it proper that (for the clearer 


Proceeding of the Convocation in this 
Matter) an Extract ſhould be made 
of thoſe Paſſages in the ſaid Books, 
which give greateſt Offenſe and are 
moſt liable to Cenſure. And they do 
recommend it to the Lower-Houſe, 

that 


mmm 


that they would with all convenient 
Speed prepare ſuch an Extract and la 

it before this Houſe, together with 
their Obſcryations thereupon. i 


The 


e 
The EXTRACT f 
PARTICU LARS laid he- 


fore the Biſhops, by the 


Lower- Houſe. 


May it pleaſe your Grace and your Lordſbips. 


IHE Lower-Houſe, in purſu- 

ance of what your Lordihips 
were pleaſed to recommend to them 
in your Paper of the 12th Inſtant, 
have extracted ſome Paſſages out of 
Dr Clarke's Scripture-Doctrine of the 
© Trinity, and the Defenſes thereof, 
and have diſpoſed the Extract they 
have made under the following Heads, 
with a diſtin& Regard to the ſeveral 
Matters of Com laint, contain d in 
their late Repreſentation. 


I. Aſſer- 


(16) 
I. Aſſertions contrary to the Ca- 
tholick Faith, as received and de- 


clared by this Reformed Church of 
England, eee Three Perſons of 


One Subſtance, Power and Eternity, 
11 the Unity of the Godhead. 


n Doctrine of the Trinity, pag. 
. 
ay 1 it [i. e. the Word, OuelnG, 


© which we tranſlate of O Subſtance 


e with the Father | be underſtood to 
* ſienifte — One Individual Sub- 
* ſtance, this will be properly — 
One Sub ſiſtence, or One Perſor only. 


Letter to Dr Wells, pag. 47. I. 10. 

«© Now this, I fay, [ viz. That in 

« 7 Godhead thn are Three Perſons 

the ſame Divine Individual Eſ- 

25 fe is an expreſs Contradiction in 
* the very Terms. 


Anſwer 


g "C7 2 
5 Anſwer to the Author of ſome C 22 
wy x ter ations, p. 224. 11 | 
of : I © Tf the Father, the Son, and the 
of ce Holy Spirit, de conteived to 5 
ty, | 0 All but Ore Individual Being; 
ce follows of necefjiry, that the Ken 


ag. . 2 Holy irie have no Being at 


Ibid. pag. 289. lin 8. 
That Iwo Perſuns ſhould be Ore 
a * E is (Ithink) a manifeſt Con- 
; tradiction. 


= lid. pa ig. 297. lin. : | 

3 This vi That the Father and 
Fon are Both but One and the Same 
. Individual Being] I think, 15 an ex- 
* preſs Contradiction. 


* 5 N. B. That the Words Eſſence, 
| Being, and Subſtante, are uſed by this 
Ar 48 equiualent Terms, nn 


| Seripure Dock. ine, pag 243. ln. 
. 


(18) 
and 9. pag. 270 F XII. lin. 2. pag 
272. lin. 2, pag. 289 f XIX. lin. 2. 


pag. 349 FXL. lin. 2. pag. 350'$ | 
XLI. lin. 2. pag. 372. F LE lin. 3. 


p. 373. lin. 19 
Anſwer to 255 Anbe of ſome Con. | 


fiderations, p. 229. |. 9. 


Scripture- Hoclrine, p. 429.1. 10. 

** There are not Three Eternal 
© Perſons. 

Ibid. lin. 17. There are not 
cc Three Uncreated Perſons. 

Ibid. lin. penult. © There are not 
© — Fhree Almighty Perſons. 


II. Paſſages tending to perplex bo 
Minds of Men in the Solemn Acts of 


Worthip, as directed by our Eſtabli- 
ed Liturgy. 


All the 3 before. cited . 
in Our Opinion, this Tendency 
More particularly thoſe whereby the 

Author 


CTY 3 


Author pretends to explain ſome Ex- 


Pay preſſions in the Nicene and Athanaſtan 
0 8 Creeds, which are Parts of our Divine 
19 Service. 

Con. 7 Of the like Tendency are his 
Comments | Seripture-Doctrine, Part 
Ill Chap. II. pag. 415, Oc. upon 

3 divers other Expreſſions in the ſaid 

erna Creeds, in the Doxology, Litany, 
Collects, and other Offices of Devo- 

ot tion., In which the Church mani- 
| a "feſtly intends the Worſhip of the 
me Trinity in Unity, and aſcribes one 

Kay and the ſame Glory to the Three 


| : Perſons, without any Difference or 
the hequaluy. 


2 : But the moſt Offenſive Paſlige un- 
| this Head ſeems to be in pag. 
. 476 of the ſaid Book: Where ha. 


ving firſt connected the proper Pre- 


h 
my | face for Trinity Sunday vw ith the 
Y ef Words, 0 Lord [ Holy Fat, er | Al 


ith el C2 mighty 


| T 


n 

mighty, Feerl.ſting God, without ta- 
king notice that the Words Holy Fa. 
ther] are expreſsly order d ro be 0- 
mitted on that Day, 


4s afterwards aſſerts, that the firlt, 
obvious, natural and grammatical Sound 
of the whole Seutence, is, that the 
Perſon of the Father is not One Only 
Perſon, but 1 hree Perſons. Which 
Proceeding of this Author is not on- 
ly a maniteſt and groſs Miſrepreſen- 
tation of this particular Form of 
Devotion; but tendeth greatly to per- 
plex the Minds of Men in the uk of 
it, by inſinuating, that whilſt oi 
are here A OY the One God 
to be Not One Only Perſon, but Three 
Perſons in One Supſtance, they are 
all the while addreſſing themlelves 
to the Perſon of the Father 1 ingly, 
and abſurdly declaring Him to be 
Not One Only Teen, but Three Per- 


out. In 


t ta- 


enen 


er 

III. Paſſages in the Liturgy and 
XXXIX Articles, wreſted by De 
Clarbe in ſuch Manner as is complain d 
of in the Repreſentation. 

For theſe we re.cr to the whole 
Second Chapter of Part III. of the 
Scripture DiCirine of the Trinity, Com- 
par'd with Page 24 and 25 of the 
Introduction. Ja the ſaid Second 
Chapter, He explains many Paſſages | 


in the Licurgy and Articles, in a 


Senſe directly contrary to the known 
Senſe of the Church; and in the 
Introduction He deſires it may be 


{Þ obſerved, that he gives his Aſſent 
to the Forms by Law appointed 
in That Senle Only, wherein He 
N himſelf hath . them. | 


The Lower-Houſe are perſwaded, 
the foregoing Extract does fully lup- 
port their Repreſentation. 


But moreaver we beg leave to 
obſcrye, 


. 
obſerve, that the Offence given by 
the Books complain d of, ſeems to 
Us to ariſe not only from ſuch 
particular Parts and Paſſages there: 
of as are before - cited, but from the 


general Drift and Deſign of the 
whole; the ſaid Books, in our 


Opinion, tending to nothing leſs, 
than to ſubſtitute the Author's pri- 
vate Conceits, and arbitrary Inter- 
pretations of Scripture, in the Room 
of thoſe Catholic Dofrines, which 
the Church profeſles and maintains, 
as warranted both by Scripture and 
Antiquity. . 


Exbib. 23. Junii. Ii 
Joh. London C onnniſſ- _—_ 
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[REMAR K 8. 


O ME may be apt to obſerve that 
throughout this Extract, and the for- 
mer Repreſentation, there is no Complaint, 
either that any of thoſe numerous Texts. 
of the New Teſtament cited by Dr. 
Clarke in the Firſt Part of his Scripture- 
Doctrine are miſreprefented 5 or that 4- 
ny of the Prepoſitions laid down in his 
Second Part are, falle in themſelves : nay, 
that the Catholick Faith, conſidered as 
ſach, is not the subject of the preſent 
Concern of the Lower- Houſe ; but the 
Catholic Faith as received and declared by 
this Reformed Church of England; and 14 
Catholic Do#rines which the Church pro- 
feſſeth, and maintains, as warranted both by 
Seripture and Antiquity but not the Doc- 
trines ſo warranted, diſtin& from ſuch Pro- 
feſſion of the Church, But this will be no 
ſurprize to any, but fuch as think that Eſta- 
bliſhment is no certain Mark of Truth; and 
that Humane Authority in Religion is -not 
Inconteſtable; and that Matters ſettled for 
many Years, by Men in Power, are not to 

be always left Sacred and untouch'd. 
Others 


Ot ere woos. 
- N 


- 3 \ . 
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Others may wonder at the mention of thzs 
Reformed Church, in the preſent Queſtion 5 
under Pretence that it happens, in this par- 
ticular Point, that the Doctrine here fixed 
upon this Church belongs not at all, to it, 
as Reformed ; but is enjoved by it in com- 
mon with the Unreformed Church of Rome; 
to whoſe Scholaſtic Writers the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of thoſe Terms, and Language, in 
which only it is here allowed to be ex- 
preſſed, is entirely owing ; being utrer- 
ly, as they ſay, unheard of, and un- 
known, in the firſt Ages of Chriſtiani- 
ty. But theſe again are ſuch as fondly 
imagine that the Church conſidered as Re- 
formed, is wholly founded on that Prin- 
ciple of ſending all Chriſtians to the Scrip- 
tures, and not to her ſelf, or any Humane 
Authority, for à Rule of Faith or Practice. 
No wonder, if ſuch as theſe ſhould be ſur- 
priz'd at this; or at a Proteſtant Synod's 
Complaint of the Doctor's Interpretations of 
Scripture, as of his own Private Conceits, 
and Arbitrary Interpretations ; when ſuch. 
Perſons are not aſhamed often to profeſs that 
Proteſtantiſm could never ſo much as have 
been in Being, but by departing from the 
Publick Interpretations, and DeGrines. of a 
Vaſt Church, in a long continued Poſſeſſion; 
and by having recourſe to private laterpre- 
rations, with the beſt Helps that Learning 
and Integrity afforded. | They 
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n 
To the ſame purpoſe, They urge that the 
Interpretations of Scripture made uſe of by 


b the firſt Patrons of this Reformed Church were, 
£ at the Time of the Reformation, ſtyld by their 


Ad verſaries Private Conceits, and Arbitrary 
7 Interpretations z, and complain d of, as ſubſti- 
tuted in theroom of thoſe Catholick Do@rines 


I * which the then Church profeſſed and maintain- 


ed + But that the Reformers thought it a good 
* Anſwer. that 20 Church was infallible, that 


N the Scripture was the Rule for every one to 


go by; and that there was no Way of un- 
3 banding that, but the Way of Private 
Judement ſupported by the Heſt Aſſiſt- 
Jances, They pretend that the only con- 
ſiſtent Reply to this is. that this was only 
the great and haſty Zeal of the Reformer: ; 
but that they did not conſider ot what 
Pfatal Conſequence it was, to deſtroy the 
© Iofallibility of one Church, without fet- 
ting up another, with the ſame K utbor! ity, 
in it's Stead ; tho it the Refyr- ted Church 
having by Degrees ſettled every thing 
Won "the beſt Grounds poſſible, no uſe 
of Judgement was irom that time left to 
any of its Members; and that when 
once the Private Conceits and Arbitrary 
Inter pretations of cur Reformers came to 


be Eſtabliſned, they preſently became, 
4 at 
; 


— = 
— 


8. 


at leaſt in ſome Inſtances, Publick In. 
terpretations, and Catholick DoFrines, no 
more to be conteſted. And therefore 
when it is asked by many, Where would 
the Feace of the Church be, if any Per- 
fons, (beſides themſelves,) be allowed to 
ſuppoſe any Propoſition, or Interpre- 
tation, to he wrong, which that hath 
received, and maintained? Theſe Perſons 
anſwer, by asking, Where would this 
Reformed Church it ſelf have been, with- 
out ſending all its Members, even with 
their own Private Judements, (or Con- 
ceits, if you pleafe) from the Church 
to the Scriptures ? 


But however this be, There are thoſe, 
I find, who think that it deſerved Thank: 
rather than Cenſure from this Reverend 
Body, to attempt to reconcile the ſeveral 
differing Expreſſions, tn our publick Offices, 
to one another; and to ſhew in how 
good a Senſe they may all be taken; 
that this was fo far from tending to dil- 
tract the Minds of Men in Worſhip, that 
without ſome ſuch Method (on one Side, 
or other) they muſt remain for ever di/- 
tracted. —— But theſe again are ſach as do 
not conſider how tenacions Men think 


they ſhould be of every Expreſſion, 1 
hat 
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hath been once fix'd to a more than or- 
dinary myſterious and folemn Senſe ; and 
that all ſuch Interpretations and Explica- 
tions tend to draw afide the Minds of 
Men from patiently and humbly acqui- 
eſcing in what is laid upon them by their 
Eccleſiaſtical Superiors. 


Lafily, They pretend to urge that Dr 
Clarke produceth many of the plaineſt 
Expreſſions of our Church it ſelf, in his 
own Favour, which it is impoſſible to 
underſtand in the contrary way ; that He 
perpetually cites many of our own prin- 
cipal, and moſt famous Divines, as agree- 
ing with him in thoſe [»terpretations of 
Scripture, which are moſt objected a- 
gainſt, and in thoſe Premiſes from which 
his Concluſtoms inevitably follow; and, what 
iS more, that He hath alledged a great 
Number of the very firſt Writers of Chriſ- 
tranity, who agree with him. in thoſe 
Interpretations, and quoted the moſt un- 
deniable, and plaineſt Faſſages out of 
them, for all the principal Branches of 
His Opinion; many more in Number, 
and plainer in Expreſſion, than can poſſi- 
bly be produced againſt Him: And upon 
theſe accounts, they pretend to think it whol- 

| 55 WES | 
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ly unaccountable, as well as unparallel'd, 
that Opinions. and Interpretations, thus 
back'd, ſhou'd be repreſented under the 


contemptuous Notion of Private Conceits, 
and Arbitrary Interpretations. 


But I only mention theſe, as the Obſer- 
vations of ſome Perſons, to whom it 1s 
very difficult to give a Reply that will 
ſatisfy them, till they become more diſpos'd 
to give up their Underſtandings to their 
SHperionrs. 


Soon after this Extract was delivered to 
the Biſhops, as I am inform'd the Dr. drew 
up, what he thought an Anſwer to every 
Branch of it; which he communicated to 
ſeveral of them. But as I know no way of 
procuring a Copy of it, the World muft be 
without it, unleſs He himſelf ſhall (as is much 
to be defi red ) judge it proper to publiſh it, 


One thing there is, which ſeems to ſome to 
reſs cloſe, tho not upon his Caſe, yet up- 
on his Perſonal Conduct; and that i is, His 
Subſcription, and Declaration of Agen: and 
Conſent, whilſt he holds Opinions ſuppoſed 
to be contrary to the Declarations of the 
Church, He hath himſelf given an Account 
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f this in his Anſwer to Mr Nelſon. How ſa- 


lisfactory, every one that reads it muſt judge. 


is Friends, I find, think they ſufficicntly 


Þefend him theſe following ways. 1. They 
argue, that ſuppoſing him, when he at firſt 
ſubſcribed the Liturgy and Articles, not to 


Have differed at all from what is here taken 
to be the Doctrine of the Church, 


then all 
uſt allow his Subſcription to be Honeſt 
and that ſuppoſing him af- 


his Mind, it is fo far from being diſhoneſt, 
cht it is the heighth of Integrity to lay 
his preſent Thoughts openly before the 
World. for his Superiors to judge whether 
they think fit to tolerate them, or not. 


2. That ſuppoſing Him to be of the ſame 
Mind when he firſt ſubſcribed, which he 
hath now declared, His Subſcription could 
not affect His Honeſty, becauſe He was 
fully perſwaded that all the moſt plain and 
' moſt intelligible Expreſſions in our Church- 
Service, 
feſtly on His Side; 
be accounted diſhoneſt to endeavour, in 
the Caſe of ſuch a Difference of Ex- 
preſſions, 
the leſs intelligible, 
| whoſe meaning is certain. 3. 


ledge that this was the Caſe of Arch- Biſbop 


relating to this Point, are mani- 


and becauſe it cannot 


to interpret the obſcure, and 
by the plain ones, 


They al- 
Lend, 
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Land, and Biſhop Bull, with reſpect to the 
Arminian DoFrines. 4. They offer to main- 
tain that this muſt be the Caſe of all the 
moſt Orthodox of his Adverſaries them- 
ſelves; nay, they pretend to be ready to 
ſhew that the difficulty is greater on Their 
Side than on Hit; and that it is next 
to impoſſible for them to reconcile what 
they profeſs to be their Doctrine, with 
manv of the plaineſt Expreſſions in the 
Creeds, and Service, of our Church, F. That 
ſappoſing the Church at firſt to have made 
uſe of ſuch a Variety of Expreſſions up- 
on this Subject, it cannot be diſhoneſt for 
Men of differing Notions to Subſcribe, in 
this Caſe, any more than in others, un. 
till Some Authentic Ad be ſolemnly and 
regularly paſs'd, to declare whether the 
Plaineſt, and moſt Antient Expreſſion: 
ſhall yield to the more Osſcure and Mo 
dern ; or whether the Senſe of theſe (hal 
be conformed to the others. 6. They aver 
that this is the Caſe, in ſome Inſtance o 
other, of every Conforming Clergyman ii 
England, who ſubſcribes with any Though 
or Conſideration of what He is about. 7 
That, therefore, there can be no Dange 
from ſuch Precedents, unleſs it be dange 
tous that Men ſhould be Encouraged tt 
endeavour to put ſome fixt and determ! 
nat 


nate Senſe, (the beſt they can,) upon the 
to che Offices and Declarations, they are to ſub- 
main-· Iccribe, making the plaineſt, and cleareſt 
all the [Expreſſions their Rule to go by, in dubious 
them. Caſes ; which, they argue, cannot be diſ- 
ady to | honeſt, till ſome Anthentick AF hath plain- 
1 Their | | ly declared againſt it. After this manner, 
next They pleaſe themſelves in defending Him, 
what and in Him all the conforming Clergy 
with ( who in ſome Point or other are in much 
in the| the ſame Caſe ) from the Imputation of 
3 That! Diſhoneſty, or Diſingenuity, in their 
made Subſcription. With what Juſtice I do not 
ns up- determine. 
eſt for? 
ibe, in 
'S, Un-F The Noiſe of this Affair before the Con- 
ly and vocation, now increaſing in the Wold ; 
er the Dr Clarke gave in the following Paper 
reſſions] to the Biſhops, hoping, without doubt, 
4 Mo-] that it might well paſs for a Demonſtration, 
ſe (allF* that He regarded the Peace of the Church, 
y averrÞ next to his own Innocence and Integrity; 
ance or] and that he was ready to do all that Ha 
man in] could with a ſafe Conſcience, for the Sake 
hought] of it. 
ut. 7. 
Danger! 
dange-Þ 
n a 
etermi- 5 - Dr. 


nat: 
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PAPER 


Deliver'd to the Biſhops. 


—_—— . — — 
2 


Concerning the Eternity of the 
Son and Holy Spirit. 


Y Opinion is, That the Son 
of God was Eternally begot- 
ten by the Frernal incomprehenſible 
Power and Will of the Father; and 
that the Holy Spirit was likc wiſe 
Eternally derived from the Father, 
by, or through the Son, according 


to the Eternal Incompreheaſible Power 
and Hill of the Father. 


Con- 


(329 


8 | Concerning Preaching. 
Before my Book, lntitul'd, The Scrip- 
R ture- Doctrine &c. was Publith'd, I did 
indeed Preach two or three Sermons 
vpon this Subject; but ſince the Book 
was Publiſh'd, I have never Preached 
upon this Subject And ( becauſe I 
the] think it not fair to propole particular 
Opinions, when there is not Liberty 
of Anſwering. ) I am willing to pro- 
miſe (as indeed ! intended ) not to 
Son] preach any more on this Subject. 


— — 


egot- | 
nlible Concerning Mriting. 
and 
cwile] I do not intend to write any mote 
ather | 


er, | concerning the Doctrine of the Tri- 
rding nity But if I ſhall fail herein, and 
Powe! F write any thing hereafter, upon that 
Subject, contrary to the Doctrine of 
the pos of England, I do here- 


Con- by willingly ſubmit my ſelf to any 
g E. ſuch 


— — 
— —— 


(34) 


ſuch Cenſure, as my Superiors ſhall 
think fit to paſs upon me. 


And whereas it has been confident- 

ly reported, That the Athana ſian 
Creed, and the 3d and 4th Petitions 
of the Litan), have been omitted in 
my Church, by my Direction, I do 
hereby declare, That the 3d and 4th 
Petitions of the Litany have never 
been omitted at all, as far as I know: 
and that the Athanaſian Creed was 
never omitted at Eleven a Clock 
Prayers, but atthe Farly Prayers only. 
for brevity fake, at the diſcretion ol 
the Curate, and not by my Ap 
pointmeut. 
As to my Private Converſation, 
am pot conſcious to my ſelf, that 
J have given any juſt Occaſion tot 
thole Reports which have been {preac 
concerning me, with relation to thi 
Controverly. 


; 


itions 
ed in 


I do 


d 4th 


never 


— — — — — — 


K 


I am ſorry that what I ſincerely 


intended for the Honour and Glory 


of God, and fo to Explain this great 


| Myſtery, as to avoid the Herehes in 


both Extreams, ſhould have given any 
Offence to this S nod, and particularly 
to my Lords the Biſhops, I hope my 


Behaviour for the time to come, with 


relation hereunto, will be ſuch, as 


to prevent any future Complaint a- 
gainſt me. 


2 


E 2  Betides 


— 
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Beſides this Paper, it is known that th 
Dr immediatel, drew up a ſecond, i 
which (to prevent all poſhble Miſtake, an 
to explain more clearly what He had be 
fore drawn up in haſte,) He declare 
that his Opinion, delivered in the form 
Paper, was not different from what He ha 
before profeſs'd and mainrain'd in h 
Books; and that He deſired it might be 
underſtood, and not as any fort of Retra, 
tation of any thing He had before written 
And that, as to that Part of the ſaid Pape 
which relates to his writing upon this Sul 
ject, it was not his Deſign to lay Himſe 
under an abſolute Obligation not to wri 
again, (which He judg'd, it would | 
criminal and diſhoneſt to do) but only t 
expreſs his Intention (as He had done b 
fore this, in his laſt Book,) not to wrt 
any more on this Subject, unleſs ſome nev 
and juſtifiable Occaſion, fhould make it 
Point of Conſcience, and Honeſty ſo to d 
This ſecond Paper l am inform'd, He co! 
veyed to the Biſhop of London His Dioceſa1 
who very readily received it. After thi 
the Biſhops preſently came to the follown 
Reſolution. 

7 


at the 


xd, ink 
ke, and 
nad be- 


* YT 
F- 


UF 
8 
CI 
A 4 


eclared, 
. former 8 


He had 


in his!“ 


ht be ſo 


Retrac- 


vritten ;Þ 
d Paper, 
his Sub— 


Himſelf 


to write! 


1d be f thi 
Sin, ro tobe centred in the Acts of this Houle, 


only to f 
and to be communicated to the 


one be- 
to write 


ne 0-4 no farther upon the Extract laid be- 
jake it aÞþ 


O to do. 


He cou- 


ioceſan; 


ter this, 
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The Biſhops RESOLUTION 
July 5th, 17 14, upon the De- 


livery of the foregoing Paper. 


E having received a Paper ſub- 
ſcribed by Dr Clarke, con- 


taining a Declaration of his Opinion 


concerning the Eternity of the Son 


and Holy Spirit, together with an 


Account of his Conduct for the time 


paſt, and Intentions for the time to 
come; which Paper we have ordered 


Lower Houſc, do think fit to proceed 


fore us by the Lower-Houſe. 


The 


ollowimgh 


7h 


1 


—— 


— TO — — 


His Reſolution, together wit] 
| Dr Clarke's Paper, being com 
municated to the Lower-Houſe, an- 
read in it, They came to this De 
termination, That Dr Clarke ha 
ving NOT RETRACTEL 
any of his Opinions which gave oc 
caſion to their firſt Complaint, The) 
could not eſteem His Paper Satis 
Factory. 


They expected, it appears, a 
immediate and plain Recantation 
But finding nothing of this in thi 
Paper; nor ſo much as any abſo 
lute, or binding Promiſe not to write 
upon the ſame Subject; They dic 
not think fit to accept as Satisfac 
tory, all that the Dr thought con. 
liſtent with his Honour and Con 


ſcience to offer them; or to agree 
witl 


an 
tation. 
n the 
ablo- 
write 
y did 
tisfac- 
t con. 


Ton- 


j agree 
with 


rſt Anſwer 
1 ken a further conſi deration of the 
Merits of the Cauſe, were willing to 


acquieſce in the Heclation he made 


( 39 ) 


. ith the Biſhops, who, not out of any 
want of Zeal, (as appears from their 


but, without doubt, 


ot his Regard for the Peace of the 


Church, expreſs'd in as ample Words, 
moſt Pcop!- think, as any Honeſt Mas 


in his Circu.uliances could poſſibly 


conſent to make uſe of. 


One Thing more I ſhall mention, 


becauſe I have heard it 4: equently of 


firm'd by his Frzznds in Converſation, 
Viz. that no Perſon is leſs attach'd o 
his own Opinions; or more truly 
diſpos'd to hear what can be oppos'd 
to them, than He is; and that He is 
very willing and ready, to enter into 
the moſt ſerious Debates, both for his 
own Inſtruction, and 5 the further 


ſettling of fo im portant a Subject, with 
any ſuch of his Brethren, as may be 


deputed 


(4) 
deputed, for that Purpoſe, by thai 
Reverend Body who are ſtill offend: | 
at Him; Gf they ſhall think "Him 
worthy of ſuch an Honour ; ) or with 
any other Learned Perſons: Though, 
ang. think, He ought to except ſuch 
s publiſh Advertiſements about Con- 
1 which never were, and Trz- 
 ampbs which never exiſted, but in 
Imagination. 


FINIS. 


